
27 4 

8 i i r  $oreion letter, 
SOME INTERESTING CASES OF SMALL-POX 

IN T H E  EAST. 
(C‘onc71ctlccl f r o m  p n p  195.) 

B u t  I have 
anotlier case 
of S l l l d l - ~ S  
to tell you 
of, with n 
less favour- 
able ending 
t o  it. This 
pat ient  was 
a German WO- 
man d i o a e  

hu&and kept  a restaurant i n  t h e  German colony. 
She  had been a pat ient  in our hospital several 
times 011 previous occasions, chiefly when suffering 
from inalaria or rhenmatism. She was a very 
charming person; and we were all re ry  fond of lier. 
I have never met anyone mitli such clever fingers. 
She could do the finest enibroidery with t h e  most 
beautiful coloured silks, niencl the  patient’s uni- 
forms, or t h e  nurses’ stockings, and could even 
?nccke her husband’s boots. Directly she got well on 
each of these occasions t h e  request always came, 
.‘I Nov, Sister, give me something t o  (70, for a n y -  
body, only give me some m-orl~” She IWS a delight- 
fu l  patient, and we 11-ere always  sorry to  say good- 
bye t o  her  though n-e knew we shonld often ser her 
galloping about on lier horse, a t  such a rate, as 
if her life depended on it .  Riding  vas her favourite 
aniirsenient when the 1iouse-n.ork w a s  clone, suoh a 
house ! always clran and pretty. 

Imagine my distress d i e n  one evening a patient 
was  carried into tlic wnrd dur ing  a torrent  of ra in  
and I was told it ~ r a s  Fran  Schmidt, who was very 
serionsly ill, so ill t h a t  her doctor had said, ‘ I  Son 
must go t o  the  English Hospital to-night, i n  spite 
of the  r a i n ;  get tliere a s  fas t  as yon can.” H e r  
hiwband and a friend came with her, aiid she wns 
so covered Tvitli clothes t h a t  a t  first she looked like 
a polar bear, as on the  top of n u m l m k s  garments 
her husband had  p u t  a sheepskin. I lost no t ime 
in  undressing lier and put t ing lier t o  bed, and for- 
tanatcly, as  will be seeu later, in a ward by herself. 
Her teeth mere chattering, and she complained of 
feeling cold and shivery, and  implored me not  to 
leave her, saying horn glad she was t o  be with us 
again, bu t  t h a t  she fel t  so ill and thoug’ht she was 
going t o  die. I had no intention of leaving her, 
f o r  I fel t  sure she was indeed very ill. One of the  
foreign doctors came up to tell me about  t h e  case, 
and said: This may he influenza with a rash ;  
there are some reported cases of th i s  sor t  i n  the  
German colony, like those two years ago. I have 
jue t  heard a report  of a different case also, and 
only hope thiseis not S.P. (small-pox); it is just 
possible it may be the climacteria.” I took the 
tempeimture,snd on IooBing at %lie thermometw saw 
t h a t  itwascoverecl with b l o d .  The temperature  was 
100 degs. Fahr. Blood maq freely oozing from the 
back of %he throat and now, Niew was also very 
severe uterine hrrmorrhagc. and  on a very gen tlr! 
bu t  thorongh examination large brnimliku patches 

V 

were discovered in t h e  gr*oins. flesures of j oilits, 
buttocks. etc. It was then seen how very grt~ve 
was the nature ot t h e  disenw j it was niiniist~ilraldy 
a case of purpura varioloaa (nialignlant small-pas), 
aiid as is well BIIDWI~, these ca‘es w e  nrurly aI iv~ iyz  
fatal. Night came and t h e  doctors ~ a i n i ~  nnd ~vci i t ,  
doing all they could, and I alight to h i ~ w  ~ o n r  aft 
dn ty  at 10 p m . ,  but midilight \triiclt t ind 1 i n s  +.till 
sitting beside this poor ~v~1111:111 with hcr 1iJintl 111 

mine. I had promised 11er I woiilil not Iiwrr~ hcbr. 
There wao nothing elhe t o  l w  tlnnc1, for t l i r n ~  wx- 
no one t u  talie iny pl.iice. (‘ And if 1 Bno\v ymi GIIXI 

there, and won’t leuva inc, 1 might <li*op Uift’ i & )  

sleep, tiind then how nice it 1vou1il be,” said tlict 
p o p  woman i n  lier pretty torcign way. She dozctl PL 

little and then talIced again very slon.1y. “ Strmgcj 
isn’t it, Sister,” she micl, ” since I gave re f rw~i-  
nieiit to the baker boy, wlio came thirsty to my 
door, I have felt ill like this? h n i e o n e  mid 1 1 t h ’ ~ i  
had some illnexs, too, i t  may be.” 

And then d i e  dozed again. The mind nlirii 
a \die  was. quite clear, as is iirarly always the t L i - i s  

eyen to the  end. The 1i:miorrliage became inure 
piwfuse, t h e  dark violet patches deeper aiid largcr. 
Jlrgot a n d  hazeline were tried, but with very 111 t It% 
benefit in the  may of checlring tlic hicmorrliaqi.. 
which wa\ often so great I teared the patient waiii 1 
sink from esliaustion. It was very difficult to giv 1 
nourishment, which was limited t o  little sip., ,t 
champawe,  diesolved Brand’s eysencu, a little mill; 
and soda-water? and srn~ll pieces of ice. R T o n i i i i ~  
daivned, and with it mine tliu d ~ t o r s .  There TI as 
nothing to be clone. J u s t  g o  on the F:iniC,” thty 
said. They did not  know I h n d  been on cluty cill 
the previous day and all night, and it wax inipo\~il,It~ 
to  spare two nurses for this conta,’ ‘ rr10113 M S C ,  5btJ 1 
prayed for strength to he  ahle 2 0  (‘ just gu 011 111t. 

same,” knowing i t  conld not be fop wry long. . \ ~ d  
t h a t  day passed with very little change in  t 1 1 t a  

patient, only t h a t  she iva+ get t ing wealter. ‘1 111. 

Gerniaii Pastor mnie to t h e  ivarcl door in 1 1 1 ~ 3  

afternoon and just &aid B few T V O ~ C ~ S  of comfort 10 

t h e  po-or ~voiiian. I loolrerl *at him in, I tsiippow, a i l  
astonished sort Qf may, and  he haid: “ Ye<. 1 ii1ii.t 
n o t  go l i a r  t h e  bed ; I have my family land all ins 
flock to think of. Do yon not lrn0w what it IS, 
Sister? One of the  worst cases of 11Iack sinall-l~itx. 
God protect yun I ” And then he went on his wny. 
Night came again ancl Ii’ran Schniidt grew restlt*k.~, 
but ww very quiet, only baying every now niirl 
then: “ You won’t let me di,, Bist(v3 I coulr111‘t 
leave my Pan1 ; hc has no one hiit mu.” (‘ I t h l 1  
d-o all I can, dear,” I replied ; )mnd as hhn loolwrl 
frightened added, “ God is giwater than  onr fwirh.’ 

Her husband came ab80nt 9 o’clock, and 1 nlritlcs 
hiin up a .sort of sofa in  lone of the  corricioi 
recesses, where he conlil rest all night and oonio to 
t h e  ward when his wife wanted him. There \v~bl l ’ t  
much t.0 do; only to keep awvalre naiv mas the tliffi- 
culty, so I made very strong coffen, which I had on 
a table just outside t h e  ward  dier re poor k’rnii 
Schmidt lay, and early in  t h e  niorning I foluld BOIIIV- 
one had put  ten ready for nit‘, just  when I seernticl 
to n&d i t  most, for I waspcry ~Iccpy.  Ilcri Sclim..li 
came t.0 the  ward and wicl : “ Oh, ’I am siipe my at’:ir 
one Iaolm a little hcttcr to-day,” and Iicaring 11i . i  

. 
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